Cambridge
English exams
– the first 100 years

For 100 years, Cambridge
English exams have
helped raise standards of
English around the world.
They have given millions
of learners the skills and
confidence they need to
succeed in English, and the
qualifications they need for
employment, education and
international migration.

In June 1913, three candidates took the
first ever Certificate of Proficiency in English
exam to help them achieve their ambition
to become English language teachers.
The exam they took lasted 12 hours,
and included translation, dictation and
phonetic transcription.

The exams are rigorously designed to make
the best use of technology and advances in
applied linguistics and assessment theory.
They provide accurate, reliable and relevant
assessment of language skills quickly and
effectively, backed by extensive support for
teachers and learners.

Today, the exams are taken by more
than 4 million people a year in over 130
countries. The Cambridge English network
has grown to over 2,700 exam centres and
50,000 schools.

A great deal has changed over the last
hundred years, but the values which drive
the Cambridge English approach have
remained remarkably constant throughout
our history. These include:

Candidates choose from a wide range of
Cambridge English exams to meet their
personal needs, including employment,
higher education, international migration
and personal development.

•

a focus on educational benefits

•

using current best practice in teaching,
learning and assessment

•

a network of centres committed to
ensuring quality and fairness

•

pioneering use of technology in
language testing

•

commitment to high-quality
research, leading thinking in language
assessment

•

positive impact on learners, teachers,
employers, education institutions and
society as a whole

•

support for teachers and learners.

Read more
This is a short summary of the key
dates in the history of Cambridge
English exams. It is taken from the
book Cambridge English exams – the first
hundred years.
To read more, visit
centenary.cambridgeenglish.org
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1913 The first
Certificate of
Proficiency
in English
is taken
by three
candidates

1930s and 40s
The global
centre network
grows rapidly,
with more than
35 countries
by 1945

1913

1965
1 Hills Road
Cambridge opened;
headquarters for
Cambridge English
exams to this day

1980 Preliminary
English Test
introduces
testing for
less advanced
learners

1946
1939 The Lower
Certificate in English
extends the range
of Cambridge
English exams

1943-48
Thousands
of Polish
servicemen
and women
take Cambridge
English exams

1989 EFL
Evaluation
Unit: dedicated
research team
for Cambridge
English exams

1991 ALTE (Association
of Language Testers
in Europe) founded;
a powerful voice for
multilingualism

1987
1975
Lower Certificate
becomes First
Certificate in English

1992
Cambridge
Learner
Corpus
established

1997 Cambridge
Young Learners
English Tests

2002 Cambridge
ESOL brand
launched; dedicated
to English language
assessment

2005
English Profile
Programme
established to
develop the
CEFR for English

2000
1988 Dr Peter
Hargreaves
becomes first
director of EFL
in Cambridge

1989 IELTS
launched; over
the next 24 years,
annual entries grow
to 1.8 million

1991
Certificate
in Advanced
English

1993 Business English
Certificates

2010 CaMLA
– Cambridge
Michigan
Language
Assessments
launched

2009
‘for Schools’
exams
introduced

2008
2001
Common European
Framework
of Reference
(CEFR) published
by Cambridge
University Press

2003
Dr Michael
Milanovic becomes
Chief Executive,
Cambridge ESOL

2007
Onscreen marking
introduced; part of the
technological revolution
in language assessment

2012
Over 4 million
candidates in
130 countries;
2,700 centres;
400 staff

2013
2009 SurveyLang
consortium
launches European
Survey on Language
Competences

2011 Cambridge Exams
Publishing established: joint unit
with Cambridge University Press

